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Julia Wood and her daughter Hannah Wood at the Nov. 22 demonstration. 


by Betty Mandel 

The Left has never been quite sure what to do about welfare 
and the welfare state. The Old Left, schooled in the classical 
Marxist tradition, generally saw it as a diversion from the real 
business of radicals— i.e., workers' control of the work place 
and the state. In that view, welfare was simply a bone thrown 
to the workers to divert them from the truly radical business 
of taking over the work place. 

This analysis did not include the home as part of the work 
place , and so the work of reproduction and caring for 
dependents stayed outside of this equation. The "family 
wage" demanded by workers presumed that the man was the 
principal wage earner of the family and supported the wife 
and children. The wife was expected to care for the children 
and any other dependents (i.e. the aged and handicapped) 
without receiving a wage of her own. 

(Continued on next page) 


The New Left broadened its analysis to include community 
and family issues; the feminists went still further to analyze 
women's role in reproduction and caretaking. Some feminists 
raised the demand of wages for housework or, as some prefer 
to conceptualize it, caretaking (since the important activity is 
not housework per se, but all the activities necessary to care 
for dependents in the family.) 

One reason for the Left's ambivalence about welfare and 
the welfare state is that the welfare state itself is ambivalent. 
On one hand, welfare is used for social control— to enforce 
work norms and to quell civil disorder, as Francis Fox Piven 
and Richard Cloward document in Regulating the Poor. On 
the other hand, the welfare state, imperfect though it is, has 
been fought for by workers and the beneficiaries of the 
welfare state. Among the many factors which give rise to 







Welfare (continued) 


welfare provisions are the struggles of unions, feminists, 
movement and community activists, and welfare recipients.! 

One reason that conservatives want to cut back welfare 
provisions such as food stamps, housing subsidies, disability 
and unemployment benefits. Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children, and General Relief, is that they provide a cushion 
for people when they are unemployed and give them a bit 
more of an option for holding out against having to take any 
crummy job that comes along. (As argued persuasively by 
Piven and Cloward in The New Class War.) 

Welfare benefits are the basement floor for wages. 
According to a principle known in academic welfare circles as 
"the principle of less eligibility", welfare benefits are almost 
always kept below the level of the lowest wages, thus 
encouraging people to take a low-paid job rather than go on 
welfare. For that reason, it is in practically ‘ everyone's 
self-interest to be concerned about the level of welfare grants. 
As welfare grants go, so go wages (and vice versa). 

In order to understand welfare, one must search for the 
work and search for the working man— examine a group s 
relation to the work force and to patriarchal assumptions. The 
1935 Social Security Act, the first large-scale federal 
involvement in welfare, had several parts. The part that we 
call "Social Security" (Old Age, Survivors, and Disability 
Insurance, OASDI) is called a "universal" program, i.e. 
everyone who is covered is eligible to receive benefits, 
whether they are rich or poor. It provides retirement benefits 
for workers, rich or poor. It provides retirement benefits for 
workers, and benefits for the dependents of deceased and 
disabled workers. Parents are not included for their 
caretaking work, and so women who have spent all of their 
work lives in caring for their own children receive no benefits 
except through their husbands. Single women generally 
receive lower benefits than do married women through their 
husbands. Since benefits are partly based on earnings, 
women generally receive lower benefits than men. 

Another part of the Social Security Act, the Supplemental 
Security Income program, is a federal "means tested" 
program for the aged, disabled, and blind whose income falls 
below a set standard of need. Although administered by the 
Social Security Administration, it carries the stigma of a 
means-tested program. As the British welfare scholar Richard 
Titmuss said, "Programs for the poor are poor programs." 

Many SSI beneficiaries were not covered in their work by 
OASDI; many were covered but the benefits fall below the SSI 
standard of need. Many of the disabled in both the SSI and 
OASDI programs were forced off the programs by the 
Reagan Administration bureaucracy, by arbitrarily being 
declared fit for work whether they were or not. Two thirds of 
those who appealed were reinstated. 


The part of the Social Security Act that is generally called 
"Welfare" (Aid to Families with Dependent Children - AFDC) 
is a "means-tested" program, only for families whose income 
falls below a set standard of need. Originally called Aid to 
Dependent Children (ADC), it did not provide benefits for 
mothers until 1950, and states were not given the option of 
including fathers until 1962. So far, only half of the states have 
done so. Even after their inclusion, few were eligible because 
of strict work requirements. There are 11 million recipients in 
the U.S., and about 90% of the parents on the program are 
mothers. Because it is primarily a program for women and 
children, it carries very little political clout.. 



Dottie Stevens at the Nov. 22 demonstration. 


When it began during the Depression, officials wanted 
women out of the labor market, wanted them home caring for 
their children. As long as the prevailing ideology was in favor 
of women staying home to care for their children, AFDC also 
allowed women to stay home with their children. This began 
to change in the AFDC program when the Work Incentive 
Program (WIN) was instituted in 1967 as a mandatory work 
and training program which provided incentives to get a job. 
The 1971 Talmadge Amendment shortened the training 
period allowed to a year. The recently enacted federal 
"welfare reform" bill was still more draconian, enforcing more 
compulsory work, and allowing states to force mothers of 
babies into the work force, under penalty of losing their 
eligibility for AFDC. Since training programs are short, no one 
is trained for skilled work. Women attend 4 year college 
programs at their own expense, and often with considerable 
opposition from the welfare department. The purpose of the 
program seems to be to force women into the low-wage, 
low-skilled, labor market where they can sling hamburgers at 
McDonalds, empty bed pans in nursing homes, and punch 
typewriters and computers. 


1.) Interestingly , corporations also ask for expanded state welfare provisions when they view those benefits as too costly to provide for their workers. 
The original Social Security Act was passed partly in response to businesses who felt they could no longer afford to pay for old age pensions for 
their workers. More recently , Lee lacocca and other automobile manufacturers are agitating for federal health insurance because workers' health 
benefits are adding from $400-$700 to the cost of each car they sell , and so reducing their profits. 




At the bottom of the welfare totem pole is a program called 
General Relief (GR) in Massachusetts, General Assistance 
(GA) in some other states. It receives no federal matching 
funds, and is funded by states and localities. It is mainly for 
unemployed adults, and since officials think all adults should 
be working, they fund the program grudgingly if at all. 
(Arizona doesn't even have the program.) 

When he was governor in 1975, Michael Dukakis cut off 
10,000 people from GR, arbitrarily declaring them fit for work, 
whether they actually were or not, thereby increasing the 
ranks of the homeless. Gradually, some parts of the program 
were restored (people in drug or alcohol treatment programs, 
people over 45), but there is still no welfare program in 
Massachusetts for "able-bodied” adults under 45. 

So what does welfare organizing have to do with all of this? 
As I mentioned before, one of the factors in improving the 
welfare system has been a militant movement of recipients 
and their advocates. The main reason that OASDI is a 
dignified and non-stigmatized program that pays half-way 
adequate benefits pegged to the cost of living, is because the 
middle class and rich as well as the poor are entitled to it, and 
because old people organize, vote, and throw politicians out of 
office if the politicians are not responsive to their interests. (In 
one issue of Survival News, we carried a cartoon of a tough 
looking old woman holding a machine gun, with the title 
"Granbo" and the caption, "The reason they don't touch Social 
Security.") 

From 1966 to 1975, there was a militant National Welfare 
Rights Organization which grew out of the civil rights 
movement. Most of its members were women, and most were 
black. (Although the majority of AFDC recipients are white, a 
disproportionate number of minorities are poor and on 
welfare.) They were joined for a time by some middle class 
liberals and radicals, including many college students, but 
most of the Left did not actively join their cause. 

They did not win their main demand— a universal 
Guaranteed Annual Income— but they did force many 
improvements in the welfare system. Lacking significant 
middle class support, the movement died in 1975. (For a brief 
history of the movement, see my review of Guida West's 
history of the National Welfare Rights Organization in the 
January 1989 issue of Survival News.) 

In 1984, a number of groups in Massachusetts began the 
"Up and Out of Poverty Now" campaign to raise welfare 
benefits above the poverty line. (In Massachusetts, AFDC 
benefits are 33% below the poverty line, paying only $539 a 
month for an AFDC family of three and $106 a month in food 
stamps plus $40 a month for a family that lives in private 
housing, making a yearly total of $8,252. A state study 
determined that a family of three in private housing needs 
$12,500 yearly.) The campaign succeeded in raising the grants 
significantly for the first three years. They won a court suit 
against the governor and other officials charging that the 
grants were inadequate. While the state admitted the 
inadequacy, they did not raise the grants to the level that the 
state said was the minimum adequate level. Things look even 
bleaker this year, with the state budget crisis. 

In 1987, a National Welfare Rights Union was formed. 
While its ultimate goal was a universal Guaranteed Annual 


Income, it adopted the Up and Out of Poverty campaign as a 
national strategy. Dottie Stevens of the Coalition for Basic 
Human Needs in Massachusetts traveled to several states 
telling people about the campaign and gaining support for it. 

In 1986, I and members of a welfare rights group at U. 
Mass/ Boston, Advocacy for Resources for Modern Survival 
(ARMS) started a newspaper for, about and partly by 
low-income people. Named SURVIVAL NEWS, it 
disseminates news about welfare activities and programs in 
Massachusetts and throughout the nation. It provides a 
platform for low/no-income people to express themselves in 
articles, graphics, and poetry (for which we pay $25 for each 
submission that we use). It also provides a means of 
developing Jheory and debating issues around the welfare 
state, and resisting oppressive government policies. We give 
it free to low/no-income people, but encourage subscriptions 
from the more affluent ($5 or $10 for 4 issues depending on 
what you can afford). To subscribe, write to me at 102 Anawan 
Ave., West Roxbury, Ma 02132. 

The Left has not supported welfare struggles in large 
numbers. Even feminists, who would seem to be logical allies, 
have not given resounding support. Although NOW has 
given official support to the Up and Out of Poverty campaign, 
it does not come to rallies en masse or spend even a small 
fraction of the organizational energy on it that they spend on 
abortion. Welfare workshops at feminist conferences often 
draw two or three people, while a workshop on witches will be 
mobbed. 

Yet AFDC struggles get to the heart of the feminist agenda. 
They are the only group left that is insistently and militantly 
keeping the wages for caretaking issue on the front burner of 
the social agenda, and the only group that still dares to talk 
about a guaranteed annual income. Liberals, and many 
radicals, have climbed on the "get them off the rolls and into 
work" bandwagon (Ted Kennedy was one of the sponsors of 
the "welfare reform" bill). Women and children on welfare 
are among society's most stigmatized and victimized citizens. 
They desperately need the support of the Left, and the Left 
needs them. 


The Up and Out of Poverty campaign needs your 
active support. For more information on the campaign, 
call or write one of the following: Coalition for Basic 
Human Needs, 54 Essex St., Cambridge, Ma. 02139, 
(617)497-0126; Massachusetts Human Services 
Coalition, 37 Temple PI, 3 f d floor, Boston, Ma. 02111, 
(617) 482-6119; Women's Campaign for Social Justice, 
145 Tremont St #607, Boston, Ma. 02111, (617)426-9734 


How Much Money They Get 

Despite all the talk about welfare draining the federal 
government’s money, the U.S. spends 40% on current 
"defense" and 23% on past "defense," and only 18% on 
human resources, of which welfare is a small fraction. 

How Much Money They Cheat 

Despite all the talk about "welfare cheats", the real 
welfare cheats are the welfare vendors (i.e. doctors, 
dentists, pharmacists, etc.) whose cheating comprises 
over 93% of welfare fraud. 



Fri 1 


Social Change Conference: A conference on 
the relationships among processes that build the 
foundatios of international peace, social justice, economic 
vitality, and the development of human potential and culture. 
Organizers are now seeking the participation of diverse 
presenters, panelists and artists. Sponsored by the New 
England Committee of the Association for Baha'i Studies. At 
Green Acre Baha'i School, Eliot Maine, Sept 1-4. To participate, 
call Brian Aull @ 354-0117 


^11 tl ^ The lighting Ministers: Moved by the growing 
O UIl desperation of thousands of laid-off steel workers, 
a group of ministers in Pittsburgh begins to confront the city s 
government and powerful corporations. Their passionate, 
controversial and unorthodox actions lead to profound soul 
searching. Church rejection and imprisonment. On POV the 
week of Sun 3. Contact your local PBS station for exact time and 
day of broadcast. 


1VT 4 noon ‘ 9:00 P m Th e B reac * and Roses 
lYlUIl Festival in Lawrence, Ma. Flor de Cana will 

perform during the day and at night with Pete Seeger. Info: (508) 
682-1863 


Tugs 5 6 : ^ am ‘8 : ^ amWet k ePeo pi e: ^NotMe, 


Who? If Not Now, When? A new radio talk 
show with feminist Sheila Parks, every Tuesday morning, 6:00 - 
8:00 am, 91.5 FM WMFO, Tufts radio. If you and/or your 
organization want to be on the show, write Sheila at WMFO, 
P.O. Box 65, Medford, Ma. 02153. Tune in and call 381-3800 


7:30 pm - 8:30 pm 30+ Lesbian Rap: Rituals. 7:30 pm - 10:00 pm 
Bisexual Women's Rap: Death. At the Women's Center, 46 
Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807 Wheelchair accessible. 


9:00 pm Flor de Cana plays at the Regattabar at the Charles Sq 
Hotel in Harvard Square. Celebrate Flor De Cana's 5th 
Anniversary with a party, dance, fiesta, concert, complete with 
gigantic birthday cake. Admission $6.50. Info: 876-7777 


tat J CL 7:00 pm Open House for Women at the 
VV Ed now offices. Learn what NOW is doing 

locally and nationally to fight for women’s rights. Help organize 
on important issues such as reproductive rights, economic 
equity, lesbian rights and the Equal Rights Amendment. At 971 
Commonwealth Ave, Boston. Info: 782-1056 


9:00 pm Meta Terra will be appearing at The Channel, 25 
Necco St, Boston. Info: 254-2083 


Thurs 7 


Sept 7-9 Registration for Fall Term 
CASA Spanish Classes. Ten-week classes 
start week of September 11. For information or to register in 
advance, call CASA at 492-8699 


7:30 pm - 9:00 pm Everywoman's Discussion Group: 
Communication. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, 
Cambridge. Info: 354-8807 Wheelchair accessible. 


"The peasant was hungry, 
was enduring misery, was 
suffering from 

exploitation, and if he 
rose in arms it was to 
obtain the bread the greed 
of the rich denied him, to 
make himself master of 
the land the egotistic 
landed proprietor kept for 
himself, to vindicate the 
dignity the slave-driver 
iniquitously trampled on 
daily. He threw himself 
into revolt, not to 
conquer illusory political 
rights which do not feed 
him, but to procure for 
himself the piece of land 
which must supply him 
with food and liberty, a 
happy fireside, and a 
future of independence 
and liberty." 


Prrtm Manifesto to Mexicans 
issued by Emiliano Zapata, 
August 1914. 


7:00 pm Come to Boston NOW's Reproductive Rights 
Task Force meeting and defend access to legal abortion and 
birth control, and work on other important reproductive rights 
issues. To defend access to local family planning clinics, call 
the NOW hotline at 782-4059. At 971 Commonwealth Ave, 
Boston. Info: 782-1056 


7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 30+ Lesbian Rap: Siblings 7:30 - 10:00 pm 
Bisexual Women's Rap: Marriage. At the Women’s Center, 
46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807. Wheelchair 
accessible. 


tat J 7:00 pm Ad Hoc Committee for Civil 

VV Ctl 1J Disobedience: ongoing planning meeting 
to discusss a civil disobedience action to take place after the 
November 12 prochoice march in D.C. and other issues. At 
itviicc inn Arlinfrfnn ^t Rnston I n fo: Sheila 




Ti toe 1 QOOpm- 8:30 pm 30+ Lesbian Rap. Topic: 

1 Lied J- J jpport in Friendships. Bisexual Women's 
Rap. Topic: Political Correctness. At the Women's Center, 46 
Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807. Wheelchair accessible. 


Wed 20 


Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Annual Meeting and a debate between 
Harvard University professor Richard Pipes and MIT professor 
Kosta Tsipis on "Should Changes in the Soviet Union Result in 
an Increased 7 Willingness to Negotiate Nuclear Disarmament 
Agreements." For time and location, call 497-7440 


7:00 pm Come to NOW's Lesbian Rights Task Force and 
help pass federal and state legislation to prohibit discrimination 
on the basis of sexual preference. Support lesbian and gay 
rights in foster parenting, housing and employment. At 971 
Commonwealth Ave, Boston. Info: 782-1056 


Thurs 21 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Everywoman's 

Discussion Group. Welcome back 
meeting/potluck. 7:30 pm - 10:00 pm Facilitated Discussion 
Group for Incest Survivors. Topic: Little girl within. At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807. 
Wheelchair accessible. 


T7-f'j 22 8:00 pm Flor de Cana plays at Ziggy's at Tufts 

University. Call 629-8583 or 492-1515 to confirm the 


date. 


The Opera Group of the Arlington St. Unitarian/ Universalist 
plans benefit production of Philemon. The show is being 
produced to help fund the recently completed restoration of the 
128 year old "Hook" organ case pipes housed in the sanctuary. 
Performances on Sept 22, 23 and 24. $8.00 at the door, $6.00 in 
advance. The church is at the corner of Arlington and Boylston 
Sts. 266-3461 for reservations. 


TI 24 ^:00 P m " P m c y nthia Ri c h will read from 
her new book at New Words bookstore, 186 
Hampsire St, Cambridge. Info: 876-5310 


6:00 pm - 10:00 pm Bring Your Own Art Party, Rock Against 
Sexism's September Disc Party/T-Dance. Artists are 
encouraged to bring samples of their work, and a display area 
will be set up. RAS's disc parties feature non-sexist, radical and 
alternative Rock and Roll music not at all likely to be heard at 
other clubs, by more than a few women performers and 
musicians, spun by our D] Miletti. Admission $2, $1 before 7:00 
pm. 21 or older. At the 1270 club, 1270 Boylston St, Boston. 


7:30 pm A Peasant of El Salvador: award winning play by 
Gould and Stearns to benefit Medical Aid to El Salvador. At the 
Melrose First Baptist Church, corner of Main and Upham 
Streets in Melrose. Admission: $8 in advance, $9 at the door. 
Info: Charlie at 662-2218 


K ET 7:00 pm Boston Bisexual Women's Network 

Mon 25 


Volunteer Nieht. Helo stuff our newsletter. 






on impo riant issues suen as reproductive rignts, economic 
equity, lesbian rights and the Equal Rights Amendment. At 971 
Commonwealth Ave, Boston. Info: 782-1056 

9:00 pm Meta Terra will be appearing at The Channel, 25 
Necco St, Boston. Info: 254-2083 


Thurs 7 


Sept 7-9 Registration for Fall Term 
CASA Spanish Classes. Ten-week classes 
start week of September 11. For information or to register in 
advance, call CASA at 492-8699 


7:30 pm - 9:00 pm Everywoman's Discussion Group: 
Communication. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, 
Cambridge. Info: 354-8807 Wheelchair accessible. 


Q f Q 8:30 am Wheels Against War, a forty mile 
13 ** ^ ^ bicycle fundraiser to aid day care centers in 
Nicaragua and Southern Africa, begins at the Boathouse at 
Jamaica Pond. The round trip route of moderately rolling hills 
goes through many of Boston's scenic western communities, 
with a lunch and swim stop at Farm Pond in Sherborn. Proceeds 
from the event will benefit the day care programs of Madre: a 
women’s organization for peace in Nicaragua and El Salvador 
and the African National Congress day care center for Southern 
African exiles in Lusaka, Zambia. An original, signed cartoon by 
Nicole Hollander, the creator of the Sylvia comic strip, will be 
raffled off to those bikers bringing in more than $300.00. 
Registration: with pledges is $3 in advance, $5 on day of event, 
without pledges is $10 on day of event. For more information 
and to register, call 524-7329 


11:00 am - 1:00 pm Open Discussion On Coming Out for 
Women of All Ages. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, 
Cambridge. Info: 354-8807. Wheelchair accessible. 


C 1 A Best Boy: Hailed by may critics as a classic, Ira 

31111 X LI Wohl's Best Boy is the moving story of Philly, a 
53-year-old retarded man who adapts to an independent life as 
he prepares to move away from his elderly parents. On POV 
the week of Sun 10. Contact your local PBS station for exact time 
and day of broadcast. 


1 7:00 pm Boston Bisexual Women's 

* Network Coordinating Committee 

meeting. Come plan the future direction of the network. All 
women welcome, including newcomers. At Boylston Hall, 2 nc * 
floor on Harvard University Campus (through gate opposite J. 
August on Mass. Ave, first building on right.) Info: B1S-MOVE 


lask Force meeting and delend access to legal abortion and 
birth control, and work on other important reproductive rights 
issues. To defend access to local family planning clinics, call 
the NOW hotline at 782-4059. At 971 Commonwealth Ave, 
Boston. Info: 782-1056 

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 30+ Lesbian Rap: Siblings 7:30 - 10:00 pm 
Bisexual Women’s Rap: Marriage. At the Women's Center, 

46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807. Wheelchair 
accessible. 


TA7pv4 1 *2 7:00 pm Ad Hoc Committee for Civil 

^ Disobedience: ongoing planning meeting 
to discusss a civil disobedience action to take place after the 
November 12 prochoice march in D.C. and other issues. At 
UMASS Boston, 100 Arlington St, Boston. Info: Sheila at 629-2645 


Thurs 14 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Everywoman’s 

Discussion Group: Topic: Uniting 
Women's Power by Celebrating Our Differences. At the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807. 
Wheelchair accessible. 


Fri 1 ^5 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm Annual meeting of the 

Women's Action for Nuclear Disarmament 
(WAND) and fundraiser. Description of three programs for 
1990: Legislative lobby, grassroots lobby and local organizing 
efforts. Play the WAND Game, a role-playing community game 
in which participants learn to build coalitions, persuade 
opponents, and negotiate differences of opinion. Reception 
following meeting. At the Unitarian Universalist Church, 630 
Mass Ave., Arlington. To reserve, call 643-6740 


7:30 pm NEMESIS - inspired acts of righteous fury 
spinning threads of gynergy - presents OVA in concert with 
Laura Wetzler and the Nervy girls. For women only. Tickets on 
sale at New Words, Out of Town, Concert Charge, Arborway 
Video, Red Book, and Lunaria (in Northampton). Admission: 
$10 in advance, $1 2 at the door. At 7 Temple St, Cambridge, one 
block from Central Sq T stop. Info: 643-3354. ASL, wheelchair 
accessible 


Sat 16 


Central American Carnival: food, music and 
cultural programs. Parade from 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm. 
Carnival begins after the parade. Gather at the Park between 
Prospect St. and Broadway in Cambridge. Sponsored by Centro 
Presente. Dance from 8:00 - midnight after the carnival. For 
time and location call 497-9080 



Jose Guadalupe POSADA: Emiliano Zapata 
in the Mexican Revolution 1910-1919 


10:45 am Boston Bisexual Women's and Men's Network 
Dim Sum Brunch. Come join us for good food and yummy 
company. Meet under the arch in Chinatown. Average cost: $6 - 
$8. All women and men welcome. 


alternative l\OCK ana 1 \U 11 music nui ai an many iu ue ueaiu at 
other clubs, by more than a few women performers and 
musicians, spun by our DJ Miletti. Admission $2, $1 before 7:00 
pm. 21 or older. At the 1270 club, 1270 Boylston St, Boston. 


7:30 pm A Peasant of El Salvador: award winning play by 
Gould and Stearns to benefit Medical Aid to El Salvador. At the 
Melrose First Baptist Church, corner of Main and Upham 
Streets in Melrose. Admission: $8 in advance, $9 at the door. 
Info: Charlie at 662-2218 


O C 7:00 pm Boston Bisexual Women's Network 
IVlOn ZmZj Volunteer Night. Help stuff our newsletter. 
All women welcome, including newcomers. For location, call 
BIS-MOVE. 


7:00 pm NOW Economic Equity Task Force meeting at the 
NOW offices, 971 Commonwealth Ave, Boston. Fight wage 
discrimination based on sex and race. Use legislation and 
public education to support pay equity and the Up-To-Poverty 
Campaign. Info: 782-1056. 


11:00 am - 5:30 pm Oxfam Harvest Fair: multicultural 
celebration with musical performances, local and international 
crafts, ethnic foods and many activities for children. Flor de 
Cana will play on the 16th at 1 :45 - 2:45 pm. On the Cambridge 
Common. Info: 482-1211 


17 Dance and Fundraiser for Tseko Simon 
131111 X/ Nkoli's U.S. Tour. Admission: $10.00. 
Proceeds will also benefit the National Coalition of Black 
Lesbians and Gays. For time and place, call Stephanie at GCN 
(426-4469) or Angela at 491-6851 

11:00 am - 5:30 pm Oxfam Harvest Fain see Sept 16 listing. 


8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Lesbian Rap. Topic: Affective Disorders. At 
the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807. 
Wheelchair accessible. 


r-|-i 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 30+ Lesbian Rap. Topic: 

1U0S i-D Aging. 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Bisexual Women's 
Rap. Topic: Fashion. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, 
Cambridge. Info: 354-8807. Wheelchair accessible. 


TTinrc 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Everywoman's 

11 11 Discussion Group. Topic: Domination 

and suppression in relationships. At the Women's Center, 46 
Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807. Wheelchair accessible. 


noon - 6:00 pm Non-voilence training for prochoice 
advocates. Training is needed to participate in civil 
disobedience action after November 12 prochoice 
demonstration in D.C. For information and to make a 
reservation, call Sheila at 629-2645 


6:00 pm Newoman's Potluck. Open to all women. Video: 
Raising Arizona 8:00 pm At the Women’s Center, 46 Pleasant St, 
Cambridge. Info: 354-8807. Wheelchair accessible. 


8:00 pm Still Ain't Satisfied! Political songs of the 70's for the 
90’s. Marcia Deihl sings women's liberation and other songs 
from her New Harmony Sisterhood band days in the spirit of 
the We Won't Go Back battlecry regarding the pro-choice 
debate. Other songs address the ever-present struggles 
regarding sexism, racism, heterosexism, classism, 
anti-imperialism, and all those other pesky-isms. Admission: 
$3.00. At New Words, 186 Hampshire St, Cambridge. 


7:00 pm. 

Talk by Ramon Cordona, U.S. Representative of the FMLN-FDR. 
"FMLN - Visions of a new El Salvador" at Old Cambridge Baptist 
Church, 1151 Mass. Ave. Free. Call CASA - 492-8699. 


8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Lesbian Rap Topic: Lesbian Social 
Etiquette. At the Women’s Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. 
Info: 354-8807. Wheelchair accessible. 


Tues 12 


noon - 1:00 pm Pro Choice Rally 
and Lobby Day. Rally at 
Nurses' Hall in the State House. Briefing 1:00 pm - 1:30 pm. 
Visits with legislators from 1:30 on. Sponsored by Mass Choice, 
Tel # 720-1880 


Tseko Simon Nkoli, black, gay. South African Activist will be 
leading a series of workshops Saturday afternoon and speaking 
Saturday Evening. There will be a cultural event with dinner sold 
afterward as a fundraiser for the National Coalition fo Black 
Lesbians and Gays and for Tseko Simon Nkoli's tour. Nkoli was 
arrested in 1984 for his involvement in rent strikes in the black 
townships surrounding Johannesburg and was held for two 
years without trial before being acquitted of treason charges 
recently. Prior to his arrest, Nkoli hasd been a leader in the 
anti-apartheid student movement. He was also the coordinator 
of Saturday Group, whose aim it was to bring together lesbians 
and gay men of all races and to help them confront homophobic 
physical attacks and problems emerging from isolation. 

For time and place, call Stephanie at GCN (426-4469), or Angela 
at 491-6851 


7:30 pm Report Back on the Pittston Coal Strike. At the 

Center for Marxist Education, 550 Mass Ave, Cambridge. Info: 
868-5620 


IS Sept 18 - 22 A tour of Soviet Physicians is 
XL/ sponsored by Physicians for Social 
Responsibility. Several events are scheduled. For places and 
times, call 497-7440 


8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Lesbian Rap. Topic: Dating. At the 
Women’s Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Info: 354-8807. 
Wheelchair accessible. 


WHAT'S LETT IN BOSTON 


1 T1 r t 1 3:00 P m “ 6:00 P m Dpen House at the 

* Center for Marxist Education 


celebrating the 40th anniversary of the Chinese 
Revolution. At the Center for Marxist Education, 550 
Mass Ave, Cambridge. Info: 868-5620 


Listings Deadline for October 

will be September 15 
Send to: What's Left in Boston 
92 Green Street 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 

or telephone: 522-9671 
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Subscription / Donation Form 
□ $6. Low income subscription (l year) 
n $10. Regular one-year subscription. 


IJ $18. Organization subscription (1 year). Gets your group live copies of the calendar per month to 
post in your office and distribute to members. 

(This. sub is optional. Organizations may buy regular subs, or even low-income subs. But an Organization Sub 
would be a nice gesture of support for us and you will also receive the extra copies ol the calendar. We hope of 
course that you will list all your events in the calendar.) 

One-Time Contribution (over and above subscription) 

□ $5 □ $10 □ $15 □ $20 □ $25 □ $50 □ $ 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Make check payable to Whcif s Left in Huston, and mail to 92 Green Street, Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts 02130. 



